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Legislative Leaders Name Joint Committee 
to Find SBT Replacement 

House and Senate plan on approving initiative to end Single Business Tax 
 
Lansing - Senate Majority Leader Ken Sikkema and House Speaker Craig DeRoche today announced 
the formation of the Special Joint Committee on Economic Growth to study options for replacing the 
state’s Single Business Tax and recommend a replacement plan to the Legislature no later than Dec. 
1. 
 
“The Single Business Tax is a liability for Michigan because of the stifling effects it has on economic 
growth,” said Sikkema, R-Wyoming. “This joint committee has a difficult but necessary task ahead of 
them. We must find a way to replace the SBT with a responsible, fair and pro-growth business-tax 
structure if we want to put Michigan’s residents back to work in Michigan. I am committed to getting 
this done, even if it’s the last thing I do in office.” 
 
The House and Senate are poised to act on approving an initiative petition that ends the SBT on Dec. 
31, 2007. Petition signatures were presented to the state earlier today.  
 
"The facts that Michigan's economy is the weakest in the nation and the Single Business Tax is the 
worst business tax in the nation are no coincidence," said DeRoche, R-Novi. "For 18 months now, the 
Legislature has pushed reforms and they have been met with vetoes from the governor. The SBT is a 
tax on people's jobs, and it must be replaced with a fairer business tax that helps create jobs.  That 
won't be an easy job, but it is a necessary one." 
 
Sikkema has appointed Sens. Nancy Cassis, R-Novi, Alan Sanborn, R-Richmond Township, and 
Buzz Thomas, D-Detroit, to the committee. The House members appointed by DeRoche are Reps. 
Fulton Sheen, R-Plainwell, Bill Huizenga, R-Zeeland, and Andy Dillon D-Redford Township. 
 
A joint resolution creating the committee is expected to see action in the Senate and then the House 
on Wednesday. In addition to finding a replacement for the SBT, the committee is being charged with 
recommending legislation that protects the integrity of existing tax credits, including those related to 
the Michigan Economic Growth Authority, brownfield development and renaissance zones. The 
special joint committee will be encouraged to complete its work as soon as possible. 
 
The Secretary of State and Board of State Canvassers have 60 days to certify the SBT petition 
signatures. Once the signatures are certified, the Legislature has 40 days to approve the initiative as 
law. The governor will play no role in the SBT elimination under the initiative petition process.  
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